TEACHING TO THE TOP WITH 4~ 24/25
HIGH AMBITION AND EXPERTISE

SPOTLIGH

What does the research say?

e Pitching lesson content at the 'top end' is beneficial for every student; international comparisons of
student achievement indicate that the highest performing educational systems have high
expectations for all (Reynolds and Farrell, 1996).

When teachers have high or low expectations for students they communicate their expectations
both verbally and non-verbally (Babad et al. 1989). Students may interpret and internalise the
expectation and achieve in accordance with the teacher’s expectations (Weinstein 2002).

Teacher expectations are important because if teachers have high expectations for all students,
then all students are likely to be challenged and extended ultimately, leading to greater learning
progress for all (Rubie-Davies 2008a).

Research findings have indicated that the socio-emotional environment that high-expectation
teachers create In their classrooms is likely to be more positive and caring than that of other
teacher groups. high expectation teachers appear to give students more feedback about their
learning, and as a result the partnership between students and teacher and developing student
learning is clearer. (Rubie-Davies and Peterson 2011)




