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T&L priorities. Megan Mansworth asserts the foundation for teaching at the highest level must begin with a strong grounding

@ ‘Teaching to the top, when the top means the most difficult concepts and skills is at the heart of one of our whole-school
in subject knowledge. This Spotlight explores this theme
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Subject Knowledge should be a communal endeavour

Ellis (2007) describes subject knowledge development as a “collective knowledge” that can be
nurtured within departments through collaboration.

Mansworth suggests subject knowledge should not be viewed as fixed but rather as an ongoing
process of growth that is supported and shared.

Reflection questions
How confident are you in your subject knowledge when teaching the most challenging content and
skills in your curriculum?

Do you see your own subject knowledge as continually developing or as inert and fixed

How has your own subject knowledge enabled or limited your ability to teach to the top?

In your departments, what practices could foster this collaborative development of subject
knowledge?




