
The risk:

When we re-phrase questions, offer hints too quickly, or explain early, we steal the thinking students
need to do for themselves.

The principle:

 The Learning Pit only works when students are allowed to sit with uncertainty.
Struggle is not a problem to fix — it’s the learning.

This Spotlight continues our focus on ‘not stealing student thinking’ by looking at 3 Trusted Techniques: Turn
& Talk, Thinking Time and an adaptation of Think, Pair, Share: Think~Write~Pair~Write~Share. 

PROTECTING THINKING IN THE LEARNING PIT Spotlight (12)

Thinking time is non-negotiable:

Ask the question, then wait
Silence is intentional and productive
Rushing shortens thinking and invites teacher rescue

Thinking must come before talking:

All students retrieve and generate ideas independently first
Writing before discussion slows thinking and increases accountability
This prevents confident voices — including the teacher’s — dominating early

These images are taken from Jamie
Clarke’s Evidence-Informed
Summaries. 

Scans of this are with more
explanation are also available via this
link on the Knowledge Library

This Spotlight supports a T&L
Briefing. The slides are linked here.

There is also a NotebookLM Podcast
generated from this material

https://sites.google.com/channing.co.uk/itknowledgelibrary/tl-knowledge-library/the-principles-of-great-teaching/9-checking-for-understanding-questioning
https://sites.google.com/channing.co.uk/itknowledgelibrary/tl-knowledge-library/the-principles-of-great-teaching/9-checking-for-understanding-questioning
https://sites.google.com/channing.co.uk/itknowledgelibrary/tl-knowledge-library/the-principles-of-great-teaching/9-checking-for-understanding-questioning
https://sites.google.com/channing.co.uk/itknowledgelibrary/tl-knowledge-library/t-l-briefings-2526
https://sites.google.com/channing.co.uk/itknowledgelibrary/tl-knowledge-library/t-l-briefings-2526
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SKLqnzXAy2SCwqvvm5NmHE4ZlwQDL5Yq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SKLqnzXAy2SCwqvvm5NmHE4ZlwQDL5Yq/view?usp=sharing

