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HEADMISTRESS

Channing is a happy, purposeful place of intellectual enquiry and 
personal discovery. We are proud of our academically challenging 
and balanced curriculum which is delivered by committed staff, 
through inspirational teaching methods and the innovative use  
of technology.  

This is enhanced by a co-curricular programme of activities, trips and 
speakers designed to broaden the mind. What really sets us apart is our 
underpinning Unitarian values of free thinking, acceptance and inclusivity, 
which are encapsulated in the Channing Promise of kindness and respect. 
You will find Channing is a school where each individual is encouraged to 
understand their strengths and learn to mitigate their weaknesses, using 
their time at school to develop their skills and enjoy their success, however 
they may define it.

I look forward to meeting you, to give you the opportunity to discover 
Channing for yourselves and see our girls enjoying success!

Welcome to Channing  
Senior School
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Why Channing?

The pioneering aim of Channing’s founders, Matilda and Emily 
Sharpe, was to educate girls. Their trailblazing spirit and vision is 
very much alive today.

We believe that girls should have the opportunity to do anything – if they 
want to speak another language, we will empower them; if they want to be 
a rocket scientist, we will give them the tools to achieve this dream; if they 
want to be captains of industry, we will give them the confidence to aim 
high. 

But most importantly, we want them to strive for individual success at 
school and beyond and be able enjoy their success without experiencing 
undue pressure.

We achieve this by providing a unique, holistic and balanced combination of: 

• Academic excellence. 

• Co-curricular breadth.

• Unsurpassed pastoral care.

All underpinned by the principles of our enduring Unitarian foundation.

We hope you will appreciate how a Channing education could empower 
your daughter to achieve and enjoy success herself.

 
“[Miss Matilda] wanted 

the best for her girls; she would have 
nothing second rate. It is good to think of her 

zeal, her keen interest in all the great changes going 
on around her, her quick sympathy with real distress, 
and her clever, kindly humour seeing through all that 

was not genuine.”

MISS TALBOT, CHANNING 

HEADMISTRESS, 1916
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Unitarian foundation

In today’s competitive and fast-paced world, never have the 
principles underpinning Channing’s Unitarian foundation been so 
appropriate and contemporary. 

Channing’s ethos actively promotes and expects a culture of respect, 
acceptance, understanding of all faiths, individual and social responsibility 
and community involvement. Evidence of these principles can be seen 
throughout the School; whether it is organising sponsored walks, 
volunteering at the local care home as part of the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award or championing sustainability.

The grounds of the School are beautifully maintained, and the girls play their 
part, through Eco Society, treating their surroundings with respect, ensuring 
that everyone contributes to caring for our School. Everywhere you look, 
you see greenery. Channing pupils are keen to take part in decision making 
about how to ensure our environment is protected and nurtured and be 
active in the global ecological debate.

Channing girls know they are part of a community that is compassionate 
and inclusive – they are encouraged to think for themselves, to question  
accepted norms and to make time for altruistic activities, no matter how big 
or small. As such, Channing is an exemplar of a school where pupils learn to 
feel at ease with exactly who they are and have respect for the wider world 
outside school.

Community is very important to us, both in school and through our 
highly valued wider circle of parents, alumnae and other associates. Girls 
are encouraged to make friends in all Year groups. Each week, Year 5 
pupils have lunch in the Senior School dining room, and our whole-school 
assemblies are highlights of the term, particularly at Easter, when the Junior 
School pupils parade their homemade bonnets for the older students.

“Success is 

being the best I can be and being 

happy & proud of who I am”

YEAR 9 PUPIL
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Academic excellence

All high-achieving schools claim that their teachers are innovative 
and inspiring – at Channing, our teachers go that extra mile to 
ensure that every pupil achieves her very best, studying a  
curriculum that is broad and relevant.

Channing is not a hothouse and our students are not overly pressurised 
but we inspire, we innovate, we experiment and we encourage them in the 
pursuit of individual academic excellence with the utmost relevance to the 
future success of our pupils.

We recognise that girls have different ways of learning and different 
expectations – the most able have a wide range of activities to challenge 
and extend them; our SEND pupils have support and superb provision to 
boost their confidence and spur them on to success. 

Our teachers are learners themselves. Using the latest research, we have 
developed an in-depth Teaching and Learning programme, which inspires us 
to go beyond the syllabus, to push ourselves and pass this enthusiastic love 
for learning and pedagogy on to our pupils. By the time Channing students 
leave in Year 13, they are independent thinkers, secure in their abilities 
and robust in their outlook. They don’t measure their success against each 
other but encourage their peers to be the best they can.

Every Channing initiative is imbued with a sense of empowering girls, 
encouraging them to give of their best and to strive for success. Initiatives 
that exemplify this ethos include; Independent Investigation in Year 7; 
the KS4 Level 2 Extended Project; EPQ at Sixth Form and The Ellery 
Programme.

 
“Our aim is for people to say 

‘if you want your daughter to be equipped for 
the modern world then Channing is the perfect  

place to send her’.”

DIRECTOR OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND 

ENGINEERING STUDIES
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Co-curricular balance

At Channing, we understand the importance of balancing an 
academic life with pursuits that encourage open-mindedness, 
confidence and relaxation. The depth and range of co-curricular 
activities at Channing is key to its success and we have invested 
in world-class facilities to enable our pupils to enjoy them to the 
utmost. Our Performing Arts Building – The Arundel Centre, 
the new Sports Hall and our purpose-built Music School with its 
practice rooms and recording studio bear testament to this. 

The following is just a snapshot of the activities on offer.

DRAMA  The Arundel Centre offers an unrivalled space for pupils to act 
and dance. Many in Years 7 to 9 take the LAMDA (London Academy of 
Music and Dramatic Art) exam, achieving superb results. Drama students 
frequently see theatre productions and there is a range of Drama clubs on 
offer.

ART  The Art Studios at Channing offer a creative environment that is the 
envy of other schools, with wonderful views over London that have inspired 
generations of artists. The department is richly resourced, attracting 
prestigious speakers and visiting artists, while pupils frequently win a range  
of competitions, often exhibiting in London galleries. 

MUSIC  As well as our musicians achieving superb examination results, 
the range of concerts is breathtaking – there’s always a buzz around the 
school as the girls, their teachers and a large team of peripatetic Music staff 
rehearse for the next concert, whether it’s a whole-school performance 
or part of our iconic Music at Lunchtime series, where pupils choose to 
perform a highly eclectic range of music, from Bach to Ed Sheeran!

SPORT  Sport at Channing is going from strength to strength, with brilliant 
facilities including the new Sports Hall and a well-equipped gym. Girls 
are encouraged to get involved, and our Netball squads in particular are 
now the teams to beat in North London. We encourage teamwork, self-
discipline and promote the health benefits of fitness.

CLUBS  One of the most frequent questions asked by prospective Year 7 
pupils is “What clubs does Channing offer?”. The answer is: “Whichever 
clubs you want!” Older girls are encouraged to set up clubs, with Sixth 
Formers and Year 10 often running them for the younger pupils. At 
lunchtime in particular, the girls are spoilt for choice as to which club to 
take part in;  
they like nothing more than to get involved! Current clubs range from 
Robotics to FemSoc.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD  Ask many a Channing Sixth Former 
about their major achievements during their school life and they will often 
tell you it is taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award. All Year 9 pupils 
are expected to undertake the Bronze Award; many of them then continue 
with the Silver Award into Year 10, while the number of those completing 
their Gold Award is growing each year. The Award, whatever the level, 
teaches Channing girls about resilience, teamwork and never giving up – as 
well as the joy of cooking pasta in the rain! In essence, vital life skills.
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Unrivalled pastoral care

“When I 

feel stressed or overwhelmed, 

the teachers check that I am getting enough 

sleep and am not overworking myself. That may seem 

like an obvious thing to do but I think in other 

schools it is often forgotten.”

YEAR 13 STUDENT

Our pastoral care system

Deputy Head, Andrew Underwood leads the Pastoral Team at 
Channing Senior School and he is very proud of the unrivalled 
pastoral care that every Channing pupil receives. 

Academic success at Channing is partly achieved, we believe, when 
underpinned by an exceptional pastoral care framework, which ensures 
that every student is supported and encouraged. Channing pupils enjoy a 
nurturing and positive environment that allows them to question, be free, 
think independently and gain confidence as they progress through the 
school. 

Our pastoral system ensures that Year groups work collaboratively, creating 
a respectful, yet open partnership between girls and staff. All members of 
the community have a shared commitment to achieve and enjoy success. 
Students know who they can talk to; a typical Channing day always features 
girls and staff chatting during break and lunchtimes and Form Tutors 
spending time with their Form to ensure their day is going well. 

New students have a ‘Big Sister’ in Year 8 who helps them settle in and our 
Peer Mentoring Scheme is well established, whereby older students provide 
academic help and support to younger members of our community.

The Channing Promise, our key code of conduct, was written by students 
who were inspired by the school’s ethos. All students are allotted to one  
of the School’s Houses which are named after eminent figures from 
Channing’s past.

The perfect size

Channing staff know the girls well and the girls in turn are secure in the 
knowledge that they are known. One of the main reasons for this is that 
Channing is the perfect size – big enough for all possibilities; small enough  
to be known and noticed. 

Our superb facilities and cleverly planned site are designed to ensure 
that, whatever the girls’ needs, interests or talents, they will have the 
opportunity to learn, participate and succeed in a safe and inspiring 
environment. 
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Happy girls learn best

How does one sum up the essence of Channing? In short, it’s 
about enjoyment. Channing pupils love being at school! They love 
their lessons, they love their extra-curricular activities and they 
love their leisure time. They also love the atmosphere. 

Walk around the school and you will see the younger pupils chatting 
to the older pupils, the Bursar running Badminton Club, the Head of 
Science taking Football Club, teachers doing their lunch duty chatting 
with students and everyone enjoying being a part of school life. It’s 
not forced and it’s not to the detriment of academic endeavour but it 
enhances the relationships between teachers and pupils and it engenders 
a sense of community – whatever your role at Channing, you’re part of 
it. In other words, you belong.

“What I 
love about Channing is being able 

to make a difference in the environment around 
me and excelling in what I love and enjoy”

YEAR 7 PUPIL
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Springboard to success

Visitors to Channing enter our new Sixth Form Centre in awe – 
they see the space, the light and the views across East London 
and frequently comment that they wish they could come to study 
here!

The Sixth Form Centre is where everything comes together, where 
you are expected to make that leap into independence but with the 
support team firmly on your side, whenever you need it. Channing 
Sixth Form encourages leadership and promotes a strong sense of 
community, ensuring students grow as individuals, ready for the next 
step. We offer a bespoke university application process – whether it’s 
for Oxbridge, Medical or Veterinary Schools, Russell Group universities, 
Art Foundation courses or studying overseas. 

Everyone involved in the university application process is an expert in 
their field: they ensure that students receive all the help they need in 
navigating the two years in the Sixth Form, as well as encouraging them 
to branch out and be excellent representatives of the school. Leadership 
opportunities abound and Channing Sixth Formers, whatever their role, 
are always our finest ambassadors – they are proud of their school and 
they want everyone to know.

“I think 
women often attribute their 

success to luck or the help of others, but 
Channing has allowed me to seek my own success 

and be proud of it. It has also pushed me to achieve 
more than I ever thought I could.”

YEAR 13 STUDENT
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Moving up to senior school is exciting but can be also be daunting, 
whichever junior school your daughter has come from. Our Acting 
Head of Year 7, Miss Zara Lindsay, together with her team of Tutors 
and Co-Tutors, has designed an induction programme to ensure 
your daughter settles in quickly and feels safe, confident and valued 
in her new environment at Channing.

We place utmost importance on our pupils’ wellbeing as well as the 
intellectually stimulating environment they enjoy here.

Our induction programme includes:

• ‘Big Sister’ mentoring. 

• Year 7 induction days.

• Year 7 outward bound activity day in September.

• A bespoke settling-in programme.

There are many people at Channing Senior School to help your daughter: 
her ‘Big Sister’, the Year 7 Officers and the Form Seniors, as well as her 
Tutor, Co-Tutors, School Nurses, the Deputy Head and Mrs Tomback 
herself.

We all want your daughter to blossom and we encourage you to contact  
the school if you think there is anything we need to know or if you have  
any concerns. 

We look forward to welcoming you to Channing.

Joining the Senior School

 
“The confidence and nurturing 

Channing provided, enabled [my daughter] to 
thrive and her results at A Level are a measurable 

indicator of that.”

CHANNING PARENT



Channing
The Bank, Highgate
London N6 5HF

T: 020 8340 2328

admissions@channing.co.uk
www.channing.co.uk

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AGED 4-18

Although all statements in this prospectus are believed correct at the time of going to press, details may naturally change from time to time.


